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his past year has been one of tremendous growth for the Violence Prevention

Coalition. As you can see in this report, we have created new opportunities for
members to learn, grow, and network, and have taken a leading rolditatiagiand
organizing significant collaborative efforts in Los Angeles.

The Violence Prevention Coalition

The Violence Prevention Coalition (VPC) isveentyyearold umbrella organization of
individuals and organizations seeking to promote aguonbased approach to the

issues of violence in the Greater Los Angeles region by providing information/education
and organizing amn. Almost all of itsmember organizations focus on serving4ow
income, underserved, and/or minority communities. VEiiesves its missionthrough:

91 Disseminating research,

1 Identifying and promoting emerging/best practices,

1 Providing training, workshops, conferences, and symposiums to build program
strength among member organizations, and

1 Providing a link between indigluals, community organizations, and
policymakers.

The VPCcreates an opportunifer
members to promote comprehensive
intervention and prevention
approaches on a systemic level to
reduce/eliminate violence and its
impact on the health and w4ddeing d
our communities.




Violence is Downin L.A.
Homicides by Age Category (2005-2009)
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Indicators of Violence in L.A. County (2005-2009)

2005 | 2006 | 2007 2008 | 2009

’Szzfﬁs'"mm‘c‘de 1,045 | 106 | 1,016 | 10.3 854 8.7 810 8.2 705 7.2
Gang relatedA 467 4.8 462 4.7 379 3.9 326 3.3 - -
Firearm related- 872 8.9 827 8.4 677 6.9 642 6.5 537 5.5
Ages 0-4* 12 1.9 22 3.4 18 2.8 17 2.6 20 3.1
Ages 5-9% 2 0.3 2 0.3 4 0.6 9 1.4 4 0.6
Ages 10-14* 13 1.9 22 3.2 14 2.1 17 25 9 1.3
Ages 15-24* 428 28.4 438 29.1 364 24.2 320 21.2 283 18.8
Ages 25-34* 310 21.0 247 16.7 214 14.5 194 13.1 164 11.1
Ages 35-44* 146 10.2 139 9.7 101 7.1 126 8.8 94 6.6
Ages 45-64* 112 4.7 130 5.5 124 5.2 105 4.4 106 4.4
Ages 65+* 22 2.1 16 1.5 15 1.4 22 2.1 25 2.3

Rates per 100,000 residents (population data from Census 2010)
Sources: ACDPH Vital Statistics Death Statistical Master Files, LA Sheriff Dept, and LA Police Dept

* CDPH Vital Statistics Death Statistical Master Files

While the total number of homicides has decredse®R.1% in a five year period, the
rate of homicides continues to significantly impact adoles@mts/oung adultéages
15-24) more than any other age group.



Gang Homicides in Los Angeles County, 1980-2008
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VPC Highlights and Accomplishments

Youth Challenge Grant Award Winners

In 2011,the Violence Prevdion Coalition awarded fiv&outh Challenge GrantsThe
awardees werprojects that re@sented a collaboration between two or more partners,
were driven primarily by young people, and promotedessage of violence prevention
or embodiedh positive alternative to violenc&hese projects impacted over 200 young
people in Los Angeles and eaged the larger communities in supporting efforts to
provide positive outlets for youth expression and the energy of our young people.

Street Poets Father
Open Mic

Street Poets Father
Mic, done in collaboration with

Youth MentoringConrection,

brought together over 100

participants. Itreatech

positiveoutlet forexpression

and an opportunity for father

child bonding in a supportive
atmosphere.
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BORED?!

Reflecting a partnership between tietridge
Center and Day Onehis texting program in high
schools and middle schools in Pasaderth a
Altadena provided an innovatieslucatiorand
outreachcampaign The progranengage young
people in thinking about longerm careers,
providedinformation about youth activities and
opporunitiesin the area, and educatgoung
peopleabout making positive choices for their lives.
The Bored Campaign is currently reaching out to
289 youth per week.

Homeboy Music Group

Homeboy music Group, together
with East LA Skills Centetbrought
togeher over 30 young people to
write, recordand perform original
music with a positive message.
Teaching young peopkelf
expression angractical skills in the
recording studio, Homeboy Music
createdanaudioCBThe Bi g
L a y aHatfcaptures these young
artists and creates a positive outlet
for those impacted by gang violence.

L.A.U.R.A. Community Peace Fair

Bringing together over 1500 peopleatifages
and walks of life, the &r featured more than
20 youth performersncluding rappers, singers,
and bands. Additionallythe event brought in
50 resource booths representsaipools,
colleges andemploymentesourcesprovided
free medicakcreenings, ankeld giveaways of
freet-shirts, food, and prizes. The highligift
the daywas a threemile communityPeace
Walkt hat | aunchedo t he
strengthen the community aimtrease
awarenesaround preventing violence.




Nickerson Garden¥'outh Peace Movement

Nickerson Gardens, togetheitivSolecd Enrichment

Action brought over 22¢outhto USCcampus for @awo-

day symposium that covered topics ranging frmeace and

leadership, the role of higher educatiand how to

collaborate to create peace in communitids.one student

saidiil reali zed peace is somet hing
it doesndét just happen on its ow
and got to know their stories, it made me realize we all live

in difference neighborhoods but have the same problems

with violence. Only peace can c
Peer Learning Workshops B ——
This biweekly training opportunitprovides
program support and training for member — -

organizations. Since its inception in April, it \ o /

has been operating at capacitye have ' : \ /
offered 14 workshops and 3 seminars in the §
eight months since the program launched, ﬁ_k
with over 225 people attendingVorkshqs
have included Media Advocack]acing
Clients With Records, and Bullying
Prevention.

ALear ned SymposiumSeree O

I n partnership with Childre
Gangs, and the City of Los Angeles D¥sk Force,

this popular serielsrings together practitioners from
communitybased and governmental organizations to
examine the intersection of gang violence and domestic
violence, with a particular emphasis on breaking the
cycle for the next generatioWith over 350 people
attending in 201 1thisseries will continue over the next
two years, expanding the conversation to include
schootbased work, mental heajtbubstance abuse, and
the role of juvenile justice systems.

AAn ot h eRestMive dustie Symposium

In coll aboration with Loyola Law School 6s Cel
furthered the work of an emerging Restorative Justice network in Los AnJélssnetwork

will come under the umbrella of the VPC in 2012, and the syimpaegll bean annual event.



Gun Advocacy

The VPC waseavily represented in ralliesd

press conferences on gsafetyissues over the

past year, including the successful ban on Open

Carry(AB 144), and the passage of Long Gun

Record RetentiofSB 809. We were also
supporters of the Cityds ot
Back, which recovered over 2,700 weapons

from the streets of Los Angeles.

General Meetings

With average attendance growing from 40 to overotd,General Meetings have been
over capacityhis past year Highlights include a panel on Restorative Justice, and a
Community Forum on AB 109/Realignment ance@ntry strategies in Los Angeles.

Re-Entry

TheVPC is partnering witlthe Los Angeles County
Commission on Honan Relations to create asset mapf
re-entry resources in LA CountyVhile this will bea
resource in and of itself, itisalsoh e i ni t i al phase of VPCOG6s
ongoing organizing work around reentry in Los Angeles.
VPC is also supporting the work of the Pasadéftatiena
Reintegation Council as enodel for adaptation across Los
AngelesCounty. The VPC also holds the adhair position
for the Regional Coalitions Committee of the Los Angeles
Regional Reentry Partnership (LARRP).

California Endowment: Building Healthy Communitiesiubs

South Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, Long Beach

The VPC participates in Outcome #5, reducing violence in communitidgee of The
Cali forni a E nbasedhoiecollabdratives.|raso @oing, we help support
collective efforts around priored violence reduction strategies.

Community Safetyscorecard

VPC has partnered with Advancement Project to create a

Community Safety Scorecard treatamines risk and protective

factorsby zip codeacross Los Angeles County, and provides a

letter graddor each zip codeln the coming year, the VPC will

produce a fAcommon | anguageo versioc
nonprofits, and will further refine the data and recommendations

of the Scorecard itself.



