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Annual Report 2011 
 

 

his past year has been one of tremendous growth for the Violence Prevention 

Coalition. As you can see in this report, we have created new opportunities for 

members to learn, grow, and network, and have taken a leading role in facilitating and 

organizing significant collaborative efforts in Los Angeles. 

 

 

 
 

 

The Violence Prevention Coalition 

The Violence Prevention Coalition (VPC) is a twenty year-old umbrella organization of 

individuals and organizations seeking to promote a prevention-based approach to the 

issues of violence in the Greater Los Angeles region by providing information/education 

and organizing action. Almost all of its member organizations focus on serving low-

income, underserved, and/or minority communities. VPC achieves its mission through:  

¶ Disseminating research,  

¶ Identifying and promoting emerging/best practices,  

¶ Providing training, workshops, conferences, and symposiums to build program 

strength  among member organizations, and 

¶ Providing a link between individuals, community organizations, and 

policymakers.  

 

The VPC creates an opportunity for 

members to promote comprehensive 

intervention and prevention 

approaches on a systemic level to 

reduce/eliminate violence and its 

impact on the health and well-being of 

our communities.  
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Violence is Down in L.A. 

 

Over the past several years, 

there has been a steady 

decline in the most 

significant indicators of 

violence in Los Angeles 

County.  We see this as a 

result of several factors, 

including a collaborative 

effort among nonprofits and 

law enforcement to take a 

comprehensive, prevention-

based approach to violence 

reduction. 

 

 

 

Indicators of Violence in L.A. County (2005-2009) 
 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

 Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate 

 

Assault/Homicide 
Deaths 

1,045 10.6 1,016 10.3 854 8.7 810 8.2 705 7.2 

     Gang relatedÀ 467 4.8 462 4.7 379 3.9 326 3.3 - - 

     Firearm related* 872 8.9 827 8.4 677 6.9 642 6.5 537 5.5 

     Ages 0-4* 12 1.9 22 3.4 18 2.8 17 2.6 20 3.1 

     Ages 5-9* 2 0.3 2 0.3 4 0.6 9 1.4 4 0.6 

     Ages 10-14* 13 1.9 22 3.2 14 2.1 17 2.5 9 1.3 

     Ages 15-24* 428 28.4 438 29.1 364 24.2 320 21.2 283 18.8 

     Ages 25-34* 310 21.0 247 16.7 214 14.5 194 13.1 164 11.1 

     Ages 35-44* 146 10.2 139 9.7 101 7.1 126 8.8 94 6.6 

     Ages 45-64* 112 4.7 130 5.5 124 5.2 105 4.4 106 4.4 

     Ages 65+* 22 2.1 16 1.5 15 1.4 22 2.1 25 2.3 
Rates per 100,000 residents (population data from Census 2010) 

Sources: À CDPH Vital Statistics Death Statistical Master Files, LA Sheriff Dept, and LA Police Dept 
               *  CDPH Vital Statistics Death Statistical Master Files 

 

 

While the total number of homicides has decreased by 32.1% in a five year period, the 

rate of homicides continues to significantly impact adolescents and young adults (ages 

15-24) more than any other age group. 
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Gang Homicides in Los Angeles County, 1980-2008
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Prepared by Los Angeles County Dept of Public Health,

Injury and Violence Prevention Program.  April 21, 2011

Sources: LA Sheriff Dept, LA Police Dept, LA Dept of Coroner, CA Dept of Health 

Services - Center for Health Statistics, Death Statistical Master File

 
 

 

 

VPC Highlights and Accomplishments 

 
Youth Challenge Grant Award Winners 

In 2011, the Violence Prevention Coalition awarded five Youth Challenge Grants.  The 

awardees were projects that represented a collaboration between two or more partners, 

were driven primarily by young people, and promoted a message of violence prevention 

or embodied a positive alternative to violence.  These projects impacted over 200 young 

people in Los Angeles and engaged the larger communities in supporting efforts to 

provide positive outlets for youth expression and the energy of our young people. 

 

Street Poets Fatherôs Day 

Open Mic  

Street Poets Fatherôs Day Open 

Mic, done in collaboration with 

Youth Mentoring Connection, 

brought together over 100 

participants.  It created a 

positive outlet for expression 

and an opportunity for father-

child bonding in a supportive 

atmosphere. 
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BORED?!  

Reflecting a partnership between the Flintridge 

Center and Day One, this texting program in high 

schools and middle schools in Pasadena and 

Altadena provided an innovative education and 

outreach campaign.  The program engaged young 

people in thinking about long-term careers, 

provided information about youth activities and 

opportunities in the area, and educated young 

people about making positive choices for their lives. 

The Bored Campaign is currently reaching out to 

289 youth per week. 

 

 

Homeboy Music Group 

Homeboy music Group, together 

with East LA Skills Center, brought 

together over 30 young people to 

write, record, and perform original 

music with a positive message.  

Teaching young people self-

expression and practical skills in the 

recording studio, Homeboy Music 

created an audio CD ñThe Big 

Layoffò that captures these young 

artists and creates a positive outlet 

for those impacted by gang violence. 

 

 

L.A.U.R.A. Community Peace Fair 

Bringing together over 1500 people of all ages 

and walks of life, the Fair featured  more than 

20 youth performers, including rappers, singers, 

and bands.  Additionally, the event brought in 

50 resource booths representing schools, 

colleges, and employment resources, provided 

free medical screenings, and held giveaways of 

free t-shirts, food, and prizes.  The highlight of 

the day was a three-mile community Peace 

Walk that launched the dayôs events to 

strengthen the community and increase 

awareness around preventing violence. 
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Nickerson Gardens Youth Peace Movement  

Nickerson Gardens, together with Soledad Enrichment 

Action brought over 224 youth to USC campus for a two-

day symposium that covered topics ranging from peace and 

leadership, the role of higher education, and how to 

collaborate to create peace in communities.  As one student 

said, ñI realized peace is something we all need to work for; 

it doesnôt just happen on its own.  I met different people 

and got to know their stories, it made me realize we all live 

in difference neighborhoods but have the same problems 

with violence.  Only peace can change that.ò 

 

 

Peer Learning Workshops 

This bi-weekly training opportunity provides 

program support and training for member 

organizations. Since its inception in April, it 

has been operating at capacity. We have 

offered 14 workshops and 3 seminars in the 

eight months since the program launched, 

with over 225 people attending.  Workshops 

have included Media Advocacy, Placing 

Clients With Records, and Bullying 

Prevention.   

 

ñLearned Violenceò Symposium Series 

In partnership with Childrenôs Institute, Inc., Girls & 

Gangs, and the City of Los Angeles DV Task Force, 

this popular series brings together practitioners from 

community-based and governmental organizations to 

examine the intersection of gang violence and domestic 

violence, with a particular emphasis on breaking the 

cycle for the next generation.  With over 350 people 

attending in 2011, this series will continue over the next 

two years, expanding the conversation to include 

school-based work, mental health, substance abuse, and 

the role of juvenile justice systems. 

 

 

ñAnother Wayò Restorative Justice Symposium 

In collaboration with Loyola Law Schoolôs Center for Restorative Justice, this Symposium 

furthered the work of an emerging Restorative Justice network in Los Angeles.  This network 

will come under the umbrella of the VPC in 2012, and the symposium will  be an annual event. 
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Gun Advocacy 

The VPC was heavily represented in rallies and 

press conferences on gun safety issues over the 

past year, including the successful ban on Open 

Carry (AB 144), and the passage of Long Gun 

Record Retention (SB 809).  We were also 

supporters of the Cityôs otherôs Day Gun Buy 

Back, which recovered over 2,700 weapons 

from the streets of Los Angeles. 

   

 

 

 

General Meetings 

With average attendance growing from 40 to over 70, our General Meetings have been 

over capacity this past year.  Highlights include a panel on Restorative Justice, and a 

Community Forum on AB 109/Realignment and Reentry strategies in Los Angeles.  

 

 

Re-Entry 

The VPC is partnering with the Los Angeles County 

Commission on Human Relations to create an asset map of 

re-entry resources in LA County.  While this will be a 

resource in and of itself, it is also the initial phase of VPCôs 

ongoing organizing work around reentry in Los Angeles.  

VPC is also supporting the work of the Pasadena/ Altadena 

Reintegration Council as a model for adaptation across Los 

Angeles County.  The VPC also holds the co-chair position 

for the Regional Coalitions Committee of the Los Angeles 

Regional Reentry Partnership (LARRP). 

 

 

California Endowment: Building Healthy Communities Hubs  

South Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, Long Beach 

The VPC participates in Outcome #5, reducing violence in communities, in three of The 

California Endowmentôs place-based hub collaboratives.  In so doing, we help support 

collective efforts around prioritized violence reduction strategies. 

 

 

Community Safety Scorecard 

VPC has partnered with Advancement Project to create a 

Community Safety Scorecard that examines risk and protective 

factors by zip code across Los Angeles County, and provides a 

letter grade for each zip code.  In the coming year, the VPC will 

produce a ñcommon languageò version for use by members and 

nonprofits, and will further refine the data and recommendations 

of the Scorecard itself. 

 


